
Orthodox Christian Funeral Service 
Celebrated on March 4 & 5, 2021 

 

V. Rev. Jon-Stephen Hedges 
 December 24, 1947 — February 25, 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Celebrants: 

 Fr. Nicholas Speier, Senior Pastor 
 Fr. Symeon Halsell, Assistant Pastor   

Fr. John Carrillo, Retired, Fr. John Finley, Attached 
Deacon Gary Braun, Deacon Scott Jacobs 

Guest Clergy:   
Fr. Christopher Dillon, Fr. David Sommer, Fr. Haralambos Fox  

 
 Pallbearers:  

 Benjamin Hedges, Ethan Keller, Cole Keller, Zach Brasel 
Gianni Madrigal, Joshua Dillon, Dr. Jason Prystowsky, Michael Easbey 



7KH�2UWKRGR[�&KULVWLDQ� 
)XQHUDO�6HUYLFH 

 
*RG¶V�PHUF\�LV�LQILQLWH�DQG�+LV�JRRGQHVV�LV�EH�
\RQG�PHDVXUH���7KLV�LV�ZKDW�RXU�+RO\�&KXUFK�KDV�
DOZD\V�PDLQWDLQHG��DQG�WKXV�EHOLHYHV�DQG�KRSHV�
WKDW�WKH�ORYLQJ�/RUG�ZLOO�EH�PHUFLIXO�HYHQ�WR�WKH�
GHFHDVHG���)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�WKH�K\PQRJUDSKHUV�RI�
WKH�2UWKRGR[�&KXUFK�KDYH�FRPSRVHG�D�PRVW�PRY�
LQJ�)XQHUDO�6HUYLFH�WKDW�LV�YLUWXDOO\�D�WUHDVXUH-
KRXVH�RI�SURIRXQG�VSLULWXDO�WKRXJKWV� 
 

)URP�WKH�HDUOLHVW�&KULVWLDQ�WLPHV��SVDOPV�DQG�K\PQV�ZHUH�VXQJ�WR�RXU�OLIH-JLYLQJ�*RG�
ZKHQ�D�EHOLHYHU�GLHG���%XW�WKH�EDVLF�SDUWV�RI�WKH�)XQHUDO�6HUYLFH�LQ�XVH�WRGD\�FDQ�EH�
WUDFHG�PDLQO\�WR�WKH�ILIWK�FHQWXU\���:LWK�WKH�SDVVDJH�RI�WLPH�WKH�VHUYLFH�KDV�EHHQ�HQ�
ULFKHG�ZLWK�SVDOPV�DQG�K\PQV�VR�WKDW�LW�KDV�EHFRPH�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�YHUVDWLOH��GUDPDWLF�
DQG�LPSDVVLRQDWH�VHUYLFHV�RI�RXU�&KXUFK� 
 
7KH�IXQHUDO�VHUYLFH�RI�WKH�2UWKRGR[�&KXUFK�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�KRZ�2UWKRGR[�WKHRORJ\�
LQIOXHQFHV�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�D�KHDOWK\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�WUXH�QDWXUH�RI�OLIH�DQG�GHDWK���
7KH�VHUYLFH�DFFRPSOLVKHV�WKH�IROORZLQJ���D��XWLOL]HV�WKH�RFFDVLRQ�RI�GHDWK�WR�KHOS�XV�GH�
YHORS�D�PRUH�SURIRXQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�PHDQLQJ�DQG�SXUSRVH�RI�OLIH���E��KHOSV�XV�WR�
GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�HPRWLRQV�ZH�KDYH�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�GHDWK�DQG�DV�WLPH�SDVVHV�DIWHU�WKH�GHDWK���
F��HPSKDVL]HV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�GHDWK�IRU�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�LV�QRW�WKH�HQG��DQG�DIILUPV�RXU�KRSH�LQ�
VDOYDWLRQ�DQG�HWHUQDO�OLIH������UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKH�HPRWLRQV�RI�JULHI�FDXVHG�E\�
WKH�VHSDUDWLRQ�IURP�D�ORYHG�RQH��DQG�HQFRXUDJHV�WKHLU�H[SUHVVLRQ� 
 
,Q�WKH�UHDGLQJV��SUD\HUV�DQG�K\PQV�RI�WKH�IXQHUDO�VHUYLFH�D�GUDPDWLF�GLDORJXH�WDNHV�SODFH�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�IDLWKIXO�DQG�*RG�DQG�WKH�GHFHDVHG�DQG�*RG���7KH�VHUYLFH�DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKH�
UHDOLW\�RI�KXPDQ�H[LVWHQFH—WKH�IUDLOW\�RI�OLIH�DQG�WKH�YDQLW\�RI�ZRUOGO\�WKLQJV—DQG�GL�
UHFWV�RXU�PLQGV�DQG�KHDUWV�WR�FRQWHPSODWH�WKH�LQFRPSDUDEOH�YDOXH�RI�WKH�HWHUQDO�EOHVV�
LQJV�RI�*RG¶V�NLQJGRP���$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�ZLWK�D�FRQWULWH�VSLULW��WKH�SULHVWV�DQG�SHRSOH�
LQYRNH�WKH�LQILQLWH�PHUF\�RI�WKH�$OPLJKW\�*RG�IRU�WKH�GHSDUWHG� 
 
7KH�VHUYLFH�LV�QRW�RQO\�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�H[SUHVV�RXU�ORYH�IRU�RXU�ORYHG�RQH�ZKR�KDV�
IDOOHQ�DVOHHS��LW�LV�DOVR�D�VDFUHG�WLPH��D�PDUYHORXV�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�UHIOHFWLRQ�DQG�LQQHU�
PHGLWDWLRQ�RQ�RXU�RZQ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�DQG�RQ�WKH�RULHQWDWLRQ�RI�RXU�OLYHV���:KHQ�
ZH�UHIOHFW�RQ�WKH�VXEOLPH�WKRXJKWV�RI�WKH�IXQHUDO�VHUYLFH�RXU�VRXOV�EHFRPH�FRQWULWH��RXU�
KHDUWV�DUH�VRIWHQHG�DQG�ZH�SUD\�IHUYHQWO\�IRU�WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�WKH�UHSRVH�RI�WKH�SHU�
VRQ�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�WKH�OLIH�EH\RQG�WKH�JUDYH���$OVR��ZH�ZKR�DUH�VWLOO�DOLYH�
DUH�EHFNRQHG�WR�OLYH�WKH�UHVW�RI�RXU�OLYHV�LQ�UHSHQWDQFH�DQG�LQ�IXOO�GHGLFDWLRQ�WR�&KULVW� 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

V. Rev. Jon-Stephen Hedges 
December 24, 1947—February 25, 2021 

 
$UFKSULHVW�-RQ-6WHSKHQ�+HGJHV�UHSRVHG�LQ�WKH�/RUG�DW�6DUDK�+RXVH-6DQWD�
%DUEDUD�DIWHU�D�EULHI�LOOQHVV��)U��-RQ�ZDV�WKH�VRQ�RI�D�QDYDO�RIILFHU��DQG�DV�VXFK�
VSHQW�KLV�\RXWK�PRYLQJ�DERXW��+H�ZDV�UDLVHG�LQ�/RQJ�%HDFK��&DOLIRUQLD��FRQ�
VLGHUHG�&RORUDGR��KRPH��DQG�FDPH�WR�,VOD�9LVWD�LQ�������)U��-RQ�JUDGXDWHG�
IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��6DQWD�%DUEDUD��8&6%� ZLWK�D�%DFKHORU�RI�
$UWV�GHJUHH�LQ�FXOWXUDO�DQWKURSRORJ\��DQG�DOVR�FRPSOHWHG�D�0DVWHUV�LQ�2UWKR�
GR[�7KHRORJ\�IURP�6W��$WKDQDVLXV�$FDGHP\� 
 
)DWKHU�-RQ-6WHSKHQ�VHUYHG�DV�DQ�$VVLVWDQW�3DVWRU�DW�6W��$WKDQDVLXV�IRU�PDQ\�
\HDUV��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�VHUYLQJ�ZLGHO\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�6DQWD�%DUEDUD�FRPPXQLW\� +H�
VHUYHG�DV�YROXQWHHU�&KDSODLQ�ZLWK�WKH�6DQWD�%DUEDUD�&RXQW\�6KHULII
V�'HSDUW�
PHQW��WKH�,VOD�9LVWD�)RRW�3DWURO��DQG�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�DJHQFLHV� )DWKHU�ZDV�
D %RDUG-&HUWLILHG�&ULVLV�&KDSODLQ�ZLWK�WKH�$PHULFDQ�$FDGHP\�RI�([SHUWV�LQ�
7UDXPDWLF�6WUHVV��&HUWLILHG�7UDXPD�5HVSRQGHU��&75���DQG�(PHUJHQF\�0HGL�
FDO�7HFKQLFLDQ��(07-%�� 
 
)DWKHU�FROODERUDWHG�DQG�FRQVXOWHG�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�6DQWD�%DUEDUD�&RXQW\�DJHQFLHV�
RQ�FULVLV��WUDXPD��DQG�GLVDVWHU�LVVXHV��+H�ZDV�IUHTXHQWO\�GHSOR\HG�E\�5HG�
&URVV�DQG�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�2UWKRGR[�&KULVWLDQ�&KDULWLHV�WR�VHUYH�DV�D�FKDSODLQ�
DQG�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�ZRUNHU�IRU�KXUULFDQHV��GLVDVWHUV��DQG�RWKHU�ORFDO�DQG�QDWLRQDO�
WUDJHGLHV��)U��-RQ�KHOSHG�GHYHORS�WKH 6W��%ULJLG�)HOORZVKLS�RI�6W��$WKDQDVLXV�
&KXUFK�ZKLFK�VHUYHV�WKH�XQVKHOWHUHG�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�FROODERUDWHG�ZLWK�
'RFWRUV�:LWKRXW�:DOOV�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHUV�WR�HQFRXUDJH�KLV�IULHQGV�RQ�WKH�
VWUHHWV�� 



,Q�KLV�ODVW�IHZ�\HDUV��KH�ZRUNHG�IRU�6DQWD�%DUEDUD�%HKDYLRUDO�:HOOQHVV�
DQG�+RXVLQJ�$XWKRULW\�RI�6DQWD�%DUEDUD�&RXQW\� 
 
)U��-RQ-6WHSKHQ�ZDV�NQRZQ�IRU�KLV�VPLOH��KLV�NLQGQHVV�DQG�JUHDW�ORYH�
IRU�DOO�KH�HQFRXQWHUHG��+LV�SHUVRQDO�KREELHV�LQFOXGHG�KLNLQJ��FDPSLQJ��
ILVKLQJ��DQG�SOD\LQJ�IRON�PXVLF�RQ�WKH�DFRXVWLF�JXLWDU��GXOFLPHU�DQG�
PDQGROLQ�� 
 
)DWKHU�-RQ-6WHSKHQ�ZDV�SUHFHGHG�LQ�GHDWK�E\�KLV�SDUHQWV�-RKQ�:RRG�
URZ�+HGJHV�DQG�9LUJLQLD�/HH�+HGJHV��+H�LV�VXUYLYHG�E\�KLV�ZLIH�RI���
ILIW\�\HDUV��.K��0HOLVVD�+HGJHV��FKLOGUHQ�%HQMDPLQ�+HGJHV��9LNWRULD��
DQG�6DUDK�%UDVHO��=DFK���JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�6\GQH\��&ROH��(WKDQ��1RDK��
/XNH�DQG�(OLDV��EURWKHU�.HLWK�+HGJHV��-DFTXH���DQG�QXPHURXV�QLHFHV�
DQG�QHSKHZV�� 
 
'RQDWLRQV�PD\�EH�PDGH�LQ�)DWKHU¶V�PHPRU\�WR�6W��$WKDQDVLXV�����������
2UWKRGR[�&KXUFK�&KDSODLQ¶V�)XQG��3HU�KLV�ZLVKHV��GLVWULEXWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�
PDGH�IURP�WKLV�IXQG�WR�6DUDK�+RXVH��'RFWRUV�:LWKRXW�:DOOV��,QWHUQD�
WLRQDO�2UWKRGR[�&KULVWLDQ�&KDULWLHV��DQG�RWKHU�FKDULWDEOH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
GHDU�WR�KLV�KHDUW��� 
� 

0D\�KLV�PHPRU\�EH�HWHUQDO� 
 

³,Q�WKH�ZRUVW�PRPHQWV��WKHUH�LV�LQILQLWH�FDSDFLW\�IRU�JRRG�´� 
-�)U��-RQ�6WHSKHQ�+HGJHV 
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� 
"When we truly see the Lord, we will act in the world energized  

by what we receive at the Altar.  
We shall go forth in peace in the similitude of the Incarnation,  

acting as He would toward all people suffering in need.  
When we are there, it will be the intersection of Heaven and Earth.  

We will meet the Lord there on our own streets."   
     – Fr. Jon-Stephen Hedges 


